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The next letter refers to a matter of the greatest importance. It is
now possible to introduce into the human body by various methods
some of the new artificial radioactive substances which may be perfectly
innocuous in themselves and yet irradiate for a known period of time
the tissues or other parts of the body. There is an immense field of
research involved. Furthermore such substances, in the minutest quan-
tities, can be traded as they spread through the system and may be
profitably employed in this manner as * indicators'.
RUTHERFORD TO HEVESY
10 May 1937* I have of course read your papers that dealt with the
circulation of phosphorus and deuterium in the body, and I thought
your results of very great interest for throwing light on matters that
appeared in the old days to be outside the region of possible investiga-
tion. Of course I have not sufficient biochemical knowledge to under-
stand the possible interpretation that can be placed on the data.
Our High Tension Laboratory is completed and we are hard at
work getting the apparatus in working order. We can get at present
1,300,000 volts D.C., and hope to begin work with it shortly; we also
have in view the production later of % million volts D.C, We also expect
to install a cyclotron in some months* time.
We spent our last vacation at the Cottage, and go down, as you
suppose, at Whitsun for a few days when the garden ought to be
looking at its best- We have New Zealand visitors with us at present,
and my wife and Fowler are busy arranging to take the grandchildren
to the Coronation* I myself have decided to have a quiet time at home
and hear it on the wireless!
Rutherford was interested in the prevention of tropical diseases and
asked the Secretary of the Royal Society for particulars about Dr Saul
Adler, who hunted germ-bearing insects in Sicily, Malta, Greece, Crete
and Palestine. This skilful doctor was told that a certain dangerous
insect did not exist in Athens. Adler, knowing its habits, found it the
first night at dusk. How then had the other savants failed ? It is said that
the insects appear at the hour of cocktails!
During the summer at Cambridge, Rutherford began his Presidential